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Speech given 

by Commander in Chief 

Fidel Castro Ruz, 

first Secretary 

of the Central Committee 

of the Communist Party of Cuba 
and Prime Minister 

of the Revolutionary Government, 
at the mass rally held 

in the José Marti 
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in Honor 

of Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, 
General Secretary 

of the Central Committee 

of the Communist Party of 
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Dear Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union; 
(APPLAUSE) 


Dear Leaders of the Party and Government of the USSR who 
are Traveling with Comrade Brezhnev; (APPLAUSE) 

Dear Comrades of the Central Commitee of the Communist 
Party and the Revolutionary Government of Cuba; (APPLAUSE) 
Dear Compatriots: 


Our people have gathered in this gigantic and enthusiastic 
multitude to express to you, Comrade Brezhnev, and the other 
leaders of the Party and Government of the USSR traveling 
with you, our feelings of friendship, affection and affinity for 
the great Soviet people and the heroic Party that, led by the 
immortal Lenin, (APPLAUSE) carried out the first socialist 
revolution in the history of mankind. 
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It is also an expression of the joy we feel and the honor 
this visit represents for our people. 

This visit is a historic and unforgettable event in the life 
of our country and in the magnificent and exemplary relat ons 
that are developing between our peoples. 


You have arrived in our country when 

the Cuban Revolution has just celebrated 

its 15th Anniversary, and you did so on January 28, 

the day w: celebrated the 121st Anniversary 

of the birth of Joze Marti, the Apostle of our ind:pendence 


cu have arrived in our country when the Cuban Revolution 
has just celebrated its 15th anniversary, and you did so Un 
January 28, the day we celebrated the 121st anniversary of 
the birth of José Marti, the Apostle of our independence, (AP- 
PLAUSE) whose marble statue and brillant life, dedicated to 
the struggle for the greater dignity of man are ever present in 
the rallies we hold here in this Plaza. 7 

This is the first time the General Secretary of the glorious 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union has visited Cuba, and 
it is also the first time that a people of the community of 
Latin-American nations has had the opportunity to welcome 
such a distinguished revolutionary visitor. (APPLAUSE) 

The very fact that this meeting is possible, is the legitimate 
fruit of the resolute and tenacious action of our revolutionary 
people and the exemplary solidarity with which, in the crucial 
moments of our struggle, the great homeland of Lenin stretched 
out its fraternal and unselfish hand. (APPLAUSE) 

There may be men in the world who don't know or don't 
understand what solidarity meant when the life of an entire 
nation was in mortal danger; when the struggle and sacrifices 
of entire generations were in danger of being lost; when the 
alternative to legitimate hopes for freedom and peace was a 
gloomy future of slavery and death. There may be others who 
are unaware because they have never struggled or are only 
familiar with idyllic forms of revolution or what they have 
read in books, what a nation involved in the effort to create 
a new world is hke and what feelings of gratitude are — but 
we Cubans, who are familiar with these realities, will never be 
disloyal or ungrateful.( APPLAUSE) 
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Our country has a brief history but one which is rich in 
experience, heroism and revolutionary struggle. 


More than 100 years ago, our fathers took up arms to over- 
throw the domination of Spanish colonialism. For almost 30 
years they battled constantly, fighting alone, a small and un- 
armed people, against what was then one of the strongest 
colonial armies in Europe. Hundreds of thousands of sons 
and daughters of this country shed their blood along the 
glorious road to freedom and left future generations with an 
immortal example of dignity and patriotism. But the crowning 
point of their heroic struggles coincided with the birth of the 
imperialist system, which Lenin so brilliantly described. The 
dynamic capitalist nation of the United States, which was 
already on its way to becoming an imperialist power by the 
end of the last century, intervened in the Cuban Liberation war, 
seized many possessions from Spain and militarily took over 
our country. 


Over and above the sea of blood that had been shed, we 
went from being a Spanish colony to being a Yankee one. The 
natural resources, top-quality land, banks, public services, 
foreign trade and nascent industries remained in foreign hands. 
The economic, political and cultural life of the country was 
absolutely dominated by the United States. That country 
was given the constitutional right to intervene in Cuba, and 
a part of our terr.{ory in the splendid bay cf Guantanamo 
became + military inotallaticn for U. S. Navy forces from 
that moment on. Unemployment, illiteracy, poverty, latifundism, 
prostitution, gambling, begging, public corruption and ruthless 
exp'sitation were the bitter fruits of the neocolonial system. 
Puppet governments which were often very bloody served as 
the docile tools of the exploiters. This wasn’t what the people 
had fought and died for in the great struggle. 


The echoes of the October Revolution also reached 
our country like a ray of hope for the poor and exploited 


But along with neocolonial imperialist exploitation, our 
working class also came into being, and it, together with the 
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peasants and students, held high the spirit of struggle, its 
most advanced sectors becoming advocates of the revolutionary 
ideas of the proletariat. 


The echoes of the October Revolution also reached our 
country like a ray of hope for the poor and exploited and, 
shortly afterward, the first Marxist-Leninist Party in Cuba came 
into being. (APPLAUSE) 


The Soviet people were just beginning their glorious history. 
A lot of blood and sweat would still have to be shed in 
confronting foreign intervention and the ferocious imperialist 
economic blockade in developing, under a very difficult situa- 
tion of poverty and isolation, the material and technolegieal _ 
foundation for socialism; and finally, in crushing the criminal 
fascist aggression, before - thanks to their heroic saga and 
the sacrifice of the lives of 20 million of their finest sons - 
the soc.alist camp would come into being and the extraordi- 
nary conditions could be created that made possible the elimi- 
nation of the colonial system and the liberation of dozens of 
nations all over the world. (APPLAUSE) 


In Cuba, in spite of the fact that the imperialists had invested 
more money than in the other nations of Latin America and 
that their control in every field was greater than in the other 
nations of Latin America, the heroic traditions of struggle of 
our people were still strong, the path of dignity outlined by 
Marti had not been forgotten and the revolutionary ideas of 
Marx, Engels and Lenin - maligned, slandered and banned - 
were extraordinarly attractive and valuable as ideological weap- 
ons for interpreting reality and guiding the actions of revo- 
lutionaries. 


Again the sons and daughters of this country, at the right 
time, began the difficult journey along the road to freedom. 
And when barely four decades had passed after the victorious 
October Revolution, the bourgeois and proimperialist state 
was shattered in Cuba and for the first time in its history 
our people were really masters of their destiny. (APPLAUSE) 


However, when the Cuban Revolution was victorious in 1959 
very few people anywhere felt it would survive. 
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Every economic aggression carried out by imperialism 
was followed by actions of solidarity by the sister 
soviet people 


As was the case with the October Revolution, many people 
predicted that the Cuban people would be unable to resist the 
crushing force of the economic, political and — as the last 
resort - military power of imperialism. 

Those who were in control of this hemisphere felt that no 
Latin American state had the right to eliminate the hateful 
system of capitalist exploitation and establish socialism. 

Of course, imperialism repeatedly underestimated our people. 
It underestimated our people when amidst the armed struggle 
against the tyranny it felt it could block the Revolution by 
means of a coup that would replace Batista with another 
ruling clique; it underestimated our people when in the great 
ideological and political battle that was carried out following 
victory it felt that the masses, disoriented and confused by 
anti-Communism, would turn against revolutionary power; it 
underestimated our people when it was absolutely sure that 
the Girón mercenary expedition would crush the Revolution 
as happened in Guatemala; and it underestimated our people 
when it sneered at their capacity, courage and dignity in car- 
rying out their just and revolutionary struggle. (APPLAUSE) 

But it especially underestimated the historical period in which 
the Cuban revolutionary process was taking place and the 
great Changes that were coming about in the world balance of 
power. 

One of the most powerful weapons that beyond any doubt 
available to the imperialists in the face of a small and poor 
country, without energy resources or essential raw materials 
and which they had exploited and kept in a state of under- 
development, completely dependent in its foreign trade on the 
U.S. market and on supplies from the United States, was 
the economic weapon. They didn't hesitate in using that weap- 
on against our people as much as they could. 

When they completely cut off the supply of fuel to our 
country it would have constituted a severe setback for the 
Revolution. It was then that the Soviet Union, (APPLAUSE) 
from thousands of miles away, came to the aid of our people 
and, making a great effort, supplied us with the oil that we 
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would not have been able to obtain elsewhere, because the 
other Ber sources were then controlled by the monopolistic 
U.S. firms. 

The second crushing blow against the economy of the coun- 
try was- the elimination of the U.S. market for Cuban sugar 
— the market which had been fashioned during more than 
100 years for the main and only item that the Spanish colo- 
nialists and Yankee imperialists had developed in Cuba. This 
cruel, unjust and arrogant measure was aimed at starving our 
people into surrender, and it resulted in a new and unforget- 
table gesture by the Soviet Union, (APPLAUSE) which was 
the decision to buy the sugar that had been displaced from the 
U.S. market. The United States used the Cuban sugar quota, 
which then was distributed among cther nations of this hem- 
isphere, to purchase the shameful complicity of a number of 
Latin-American governments in this repugnant political crime. 

But every economic aggression carried out by imperialism 
was followed by the solidarity of the sister Soviet people; 
the ban on the supply of food, raw materials, machinery and 
finally a total economic blockade. The Soviets responded by 
immediately sending food, raw materials, machinery and eco- 
nomic aid to Cuba. (APPLAUSE) 

Thus, with great firmness, Lenin's Communist Party, and 
the state and the people forged by the glorious October Rev- 
olution (APPLAUSE) contributed to the survival of the first 
socialist revolution in this hemisphere in the face of the mortal 
blows struck against its economy by imperialism. 


Today, our country has armed forces magnificently 
equipped with weapons from the Soviet Union, 
which that great country has supplied free 

of charge 


Military aggression still remained in the arsenal of impe- 
rialist measures. At that time, our people lacked adequate weap- 
ons with which to resist. All the capitalist markets were closed 
due to U. S. pressure. We all remember the case of the freighter 
La Coubre ~ loaded with the few arms that we had been able 
to obtain in Belgium — which had explosives placed on it at 
the point of departure and then exploded in Havana Harbor, 
killing more than 100 workers and soldiers. 


12 


Again the military supplies from the socialist camp and 
mainly from the Soviet Union were the only ones our country 
was able to obtain in these critical moments of life or death 
for the Revolution. (APPLAUSE) 


With the weapons came the first technicians, who taught us 
how to handle them. At Giron, when U.S. made planes, tanks 
and cannon went into action, they were opposed by -along 
w.th the old weapons we had- tanks, oannon and anti-aircraft 
guns from the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia, (APPLAUSE) 
which were handled by our workers, farmers and soldiers, and 
the mercenary invasion was crushed in less than 72 hours. 


After Girön, the constant efforts of the imperialists to solve 
the Cuban problem by military means led to the October Crisis, 
in which the Government of the United States, after placing 
the world on the brink of nuclear disaster, was forced to 
promise it would not invade Cuba, and together with the firm 
and resolute support of the USSR, this constituted an important 
guarantee for the security of the country. (APPLAUSE) 


Today our country has armed forces magnificently equipped 
with weapons from the Soviet Union, which that great country, 
in view of the fact that those weapons are very expensive and 
taking into account Cuba’s unique economic circunstances, has 
supplied free of charge. (APPLAUSE) Along with this, Soviet 
aa دا‎ obtained their priceless experience in the heroic 
battles of the Great Patrictic War have provided us with the 
military know-how that makes our Revolutionary Armed Forces, 


formed by the people, an invincible bulwark for socialism in 
this hemisphere. (APPLAUSE) 


The USSR has granted our country trada terms and 
long-term credits that constitute a true model 

ot relations bztween 

a large industrial nation and a small nation 


The fraternal collaboration of the Soviet Union continued 
developing afterward on all fronts. Thousands of specialized 
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technicians in a wide range of branches of the economy have 
worked very hard along with us during the last 15 years. 

Today, with the aid of the USSR, development programs in 
such important branches of the economy as electricity, nickel, 
oil and its by-products, automobile repair shops, the textile 
industry, mechanization of the sugarcane harvest, renovation 
and enlargement of the sugar industry, port installations, 
reconstruction and modernizing of railroad systems, construction 
of roads and dams, irrigation and drainage system, geological 
prospecting, general communications, educational equipment, 
electronic computers, the steel and machine industry, fishing 
ports, airports, etc., are being carried out. (APPLAUSE) 

The USSR has granted our country trade terms and long- 
term credits that constitute a true model of relations between 
a large industrial nation and a small nation which, without 
the essential natural resources is struggling for development 
in the midst of the rigid imperialist blockade that is already 
almost 15 years old. 

The Soviet Union, a socialist and extraordinarily interna- 
tionalist country, (APPLAUSE) doesnt own a single mine or 
acre of land in our country, a single factory or public utility, 
a transportation line, bank or business. It hasn't invested a 
single cent in Cuba searching for profits, (APPLAUSE) nor are 
there any Cubans working for Soviet-owned firms. (APPLAUSE) 
This is evidence of the great difference there is between 
socialist Cuba's internationalist relations with the Soviet Union 
and the historic relations which our people lived through, first 
as a colony of Spain and then as a Yankee neocolony, against 
which they fought so tenaciously for almost a century. 

Together with the imperialist chains, our people eliminated 
all exploitation of man by man. (APPLAUSE) Today, every 
Cuban worker works and produces for his own benefit and 
that of he entire community. A new collective and fraternal 
spirit of the solidarity has been forged among the sons of the 
revolutionary homeland and with it something that is a key 
part of a communist outlook: a deep-rocted internationalist 
spirit. (APPLAUSE) These new values give the Cuban nation a 
more advanced moral dimension. The fact that this has been 
possible in a nation of this hemisphere reflects a hope in the 
future that man can bring about along the roads opened up by 
the great October Revolution. (APPLAUSE) 
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Along with the material progress we have 

been gradually attaining, we also feel proud 

of the gigantic social progr2ss made by our people 
during these years of revolution 


Our country is also making progress in the material aspect, 
without excesive ambitions, which would be incompatible with 
our natural and technical resources and with the realities of 
the world, a great part of which is still faced with serious 
problems of survival. Our consumption patterns do not ne- 
cessarily have to be those of developed capitalist societies, 
founded on exploitation, anarchy and economic squandering, 
with an absolute disregard for moral and human values. Re- 
gardless of the fact that man’s material needs can and should 
have a ratıonal limit in keeping with his natural and technical 
resources and the elementary preservation of his biological 
environment, we still have to consider the unlimited field of 
man’s spiritual enrichment and the quality of his life —which 
was never given the slightest consideration in the maddening, 
egotistical, mercantile and alienating vertigo of capitalist so- 
c.eties. (APPLAUSE) 

Along with the material progress we have been gradually 
attaining we also feel proud of the gigantic social progress 
made by our people during these years of revolution. 

No country on this side of the world can equal the results 
already obtained by our people in such and important and 
vital matter as public health. (APPLAUSE) The infant-mor- 
tality rate in our country has been cut down to 28 out of 
every 1000 — the lowest in the Latin-American countries. 
(APPLAUSE) And life expectancy, which was less than 54 prior 
to the Revolution, is now around 70. (APPLAUSE) 

No country in Latin America has reached the educational 
level attained by our people. All the children in Cuba are 
attending schcol. The rate of promotion is higher with every 
passing year, and whole waves of young people are entering 
the intermediate-education stage. In an ever-growing number 
of our magnificent schools, the communist principle of com- 
bining study and work constitutes the main foundation in the 
education of our young people. (APPLAUSE) 

Our adult population is studying and improving its educa- 
tional level more and more, and new generations, with a 
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higher degree of culture, march forward in the Cuban society. 
(APPLAUSE) A new sense of dignity, born of social justice, 
of true equality among human beings and in a climate where 
the best capabilities and feelings have the possibility of being 
realized, prevails in revolutionary Cuba. 


In Latin America, other countries besides Cuba 

-among which the sister Republic of Peru stands out~ 
are making efforts to recover their natural resources, 
develop their economy in a just manner and 

attain full independence 


In Latin America, other countries besides Cuba — among 
which the sister republic of Peru stands out — (APPLAUSE) 
are making efforts to recover their natural resources, develop - 
their economy in a just manner and attain full independence. 
An awakening of national consciousness and a progressive policy 
are making their way forward in this continent. The criminal 
overthrow of Salvador Allende's government in Chile and the 
reactionary coup in Uruguay — two countries which in the 
past distinguished themselves and were mentioned as examples 
of bourgeois political institutionalism clearly demonstrate that 
the reactionary classes and imperialism can no longer check the 
impetus of popular movements in many countries of this hem- 
isphere nor remain in power except by resorting to the most 
brutal force. _ 

Brazil, Chile and Uruguay are being governed through typ- 
ical Nazi methods in which torture and crime are applied in 
a refined and systematic fashion. But no regime can stay in 
power forever on the basis of torture and crime. Historically 
speaking, such methods are anachronisms that, sooner or later, 
will be wiped out by the peoples. (APPLAUSE) 

In spite of the strong pressure put on by the imperialists 
and the resolutions of the discredited Organization of Amer- 
ican States, Cuba has already established diplomatic and 
friendly relations with eight countries in this hemisphere: 
Canada, Mexico, Peru, Argentina, Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad- 
Tobago and Guyana. (APPLAUSE) The economic blockade 
failed to bring about our collapse. It will, instead, remain an 
indelible and shameful blot on the history of the United 
States. (APPLAUSE) 
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On the international scene, the developed oapicalist societies 
- with their economy of squander and their irrational luxury 
and whose wealth has grown in keeping with their unequal 
terms of exchange with underdeveloped countries — have 
created the conditions for the serious economic problems 
faced by the world today. 

To the untold damage that capitalism caused to humanity 
in the past by the direct explortation of the colonies and 
dependent countries, the imperialist wars for the distribution 
of the world - with their sequel of mass-scale slaughter and 
destruction - and the underdevelopment and poverty that 
plague a large number of countries, we must now add the 
irrational, unlimited squandering of man’s natural resources. 
If, until recently, we were anxiously and logically concerned 
with the pollution of the air and the water the world over, 
we must now contend with the vital problem of energy re- 
sources and the possible scarcity of many other natural re- 
sources before man succeeds in developing new sources of 
either. The developing countries — with more than 70 percent 
of the world population — provide the developed capitalist 
werld with 60 percent of its petroleum; 50 percent of its 
copper, iron, lead, sulphur and zinc; 80 percent of its bauxite; 
and 33 percent of its nickel — and consume only 10 percent 
of the world’s total production of these items. 


The industrialized capitalist world, 
now vacillating and baffled, is to be blamed entirzly 
for such a situation 


The world’s population is growing at such a pace that it 
will reach 7 billion in the next 25 years. Today, millions of 
human beings are undernourished. A large number of countries 
in Central Africa are already feeling the pangs of hunger as 
a result of the drought. Close to 100000 people have died 
only recently in the rural areas in Ethiopia — where not even 
an agrarian reform has been put into effect and where land 
rent has risen as high as 75 percent. 

At present, there are many food products whose acquisition 
is quite difficult, and to make things even worse, we are now 
faced with the energy crisis and the resulting skyrocketing of 
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petroleum prices. The prices of industrial products are rising 
at an accelerated rate. The industrialized capitalist world, 
now vacillating and baffled, is to be blamed entirely for this 
situation. However, with the readjustments that will inevitably 
take place, many underdeveloped countries that do not have 
energy resources and must, in addition, purchase raw materials 
manufactured products and industrial equipment will be faced 
with really critical problems. 

The prestige of the capitalist world and its brand-new 
theories about its capacity for a steady economic growth have 
been dealt a demolishing blow. And, even though every coun- 
try will, in one way or another, suffer the consequences of 
any world economic crisis ~ because there is trade between 
all countries — there is no doubt that the Socialist Community 
is much better prepared to meet the onslaught. Our people 
are fully cognizant of this situation. No matter what the dif- 
ficulties may be, they will tackle them head on, and, coor- 
dinating their efforts with those of the sister socialist nations, 
they will march forward firmly. (APPLAUSE) 


All nations and the most conscientious leaders 

of the world highly valua the soviet peace policy 

and its persistent efforts to relax international tension and 
stop the arms race 


In view of these realities, dear Comrade Brezhnev, the 
peace program of the 24th Congress of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union (APPLAUSE) and the courageous efforts 
you personally have made in favor of relaxing international 
tension, assume an outstanding role. 


Since the days of its great founder Vladimir Ilich Lenin, 
(APPLAUSE) the Soviet State has been known for its persistent 
efforts in the struggle for peace. Of course, never before has 
Soviet power had greater opportunity to influence world affairs 
in favor of peace, because never before has the world balance 
of power been so favorable to the international revolutionary 
and progressive movement. 

As we said at the Conference of Nonaligned Countries in 
Algiers, the mere existence of the Soviet Union checks the 
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militarist adventures of the aggressive forces of the imperialist 
world, without which they would have already launched into 
a new partition of the planet among themselves and wouldn't 
have hesitated to invade those countries rich in petroleum and 
other fundamental raw materials. 

This new balance of power allows us to harbor the hope 
that humankind can enforce its rights to a peaceful future, 
without the constant threat of a world war - so far removed 
from the ideas of socialism — and that all nations alike can 
enjoy their priceless benefits. (APPLAUSE) In view of the 
serious economic problems of the present world, the arms 
race - now more than ever before — is a luxury, a waste, a 
folly and a crme which conspires against the solving of the 
most urgent needs of the peoples. 

In the midst of the world’s present and foreseeable problems, 
in the midst of a disturbing lack of natural resources, food 
shortages, monetary chass, rising inflation and population 
growth, isn't it absurd to invest hundreds of thousands of 
millions yearly in arms — each time costlier and more destruc- 
tive? 

Comrade Brezhnev, this is the reason why all nations and 
the most conscientious leaders of the world highly value the 
Soviet peace policy (APPLAUSE) and its persistent efforts to 
relax international tension and stop the arms race. Our Party 
and our people support you resolutely in this struggle, 
(APPLAUSE) congratulate you wholeheartedly for the positive 
results achieved and encourage you to continue your efforts, 
assuring you that present generations and future ones even 
more will be forever grateful for this extraordinary service 
that the Party and the state of Lenin are rendering all of 
humanity. (APPLAUSE) 


Thzre are also pseudoleftists and renegades 

of the revolutionary movement, who, adopting alleged 
marxist positions, slander the Soviet Union, 

miserably betray proletarian int:rnationalism and serve 
the interests of imperialism 


The USSR and socialism have dealt with slander and mali- 
cious criticism. Ever since the founding of the first socialist 
state in man’s history and the downfall of the Czarist Empire 
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- swept away by the strong hands of the Russian proletariat - 
class society and the reactionaries of the world dedicated 
themselves to the task of fighting Soviet power and the 
ıdeology of the proletariat by all possible means as an outlet 
to their mad hatred. Ever since then, the vicious bourgeois 
propaganda hasn’t stopped furiously attacking each victory 
of the USSR and socialism. 


As the Leninist program triumphs in the USSR, achieving 
in a few decades what took other nations under capitalism 
centuries to achieve, and the prestige and influence of revo- 
lutionary ideas increase in the world, the impotent hatred of 
the reactionaries and their theoreticians also increases. 


There are also pseudoleftists and renegades of the revolu- 
tionary movement, who, adopting alleged Marxist positions, 
slander the Soviet Union, miserably betray proletarian inter- 
nationalism and serve the interests of imperialism. (HISSES) 
But no one slandered the Soviet Union more than Hitler. He 
above everyone else dreamed of discrediting and destroying 
the great state founded by Lenin. However, truth prevailed, 
history was stronger, heroism was victorious and the first 
German socialist state (APPLAUSE) now stands powerfully 
over the ashes of the Nazi detractors and the ruins of their 
slander. 


In Cuba, 90 miles from the United States, the word com- 
munism couldn't be said openly 20 years ago, the reaction 
and its leaders at the service of the exploiters fiercely slandered 
the Soviet Union. In this Plaza today, under the red flags of 
proletarian internationalism, (APPLAUSE) with the heroic and 
immortal national flag of the USSR, bearing the hammer and 
sickle of the workers, flying side by side with our glorious 
flag of the lone star, shining with more pride and dignity 
than ever, (APPLAUSE) at the foot the José Marti Monument 
and before the beloved faces of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Maceo, 
Gomez, Che and Camilo, (APPLAUSE) a million Cuban patriots 
convey through you their indestructible friendship with, deep 
affection for and eternal gratitude to the USSR. (APPLAUSE 
AND SHOUTS OF «BREZHNEV, BREZHNEV!» AND «CUBA 
AND THE USSR, TOGETHER THEY WILL WIN !s) 
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Who can doubt that one day ties among 

all true revolutionaries and all liberated nations will 
be as fraternal as those now existing between 
Cuba and the USSR? 


Bloodshed, crimes, bare force, vicious lies, infimite sacrifices 
overpowering colonıalısm and haughty impenalism couldnt 
stop in the past the idea of independence and will not be 
able to stop now the idea of socialism (APPLAUSE) Truth 
and just ideas take shape in the people, in the masses and 
in their actions. When a noble idea and a legitimate aspiration 
takes hold of the people, no bloody tyranny, no reactionary 
philosophy and no vile slander can halt their victory (AP- 
PLAUSE) 

The rıch history of the Soviet people, and our own beau- 
tiful history teach us this lesson Who can doubt that one day 
Chile, Uruguay, Brazil and all those nations suffering now 
under tyranny, slavery, exploitation, lies and deviahon will 
wake up to a new dawn? (APPLAUSE) Who can doubt that 
one day ties among all true revolutionaries and all Jıberated 
nations will be as fraternal as those now existing between 
Cuba and the UsSR? Who can doubt that one day the red 
flags of internationalism will wave over the friendship, broth- 
erhood and freedom of all nations of the world? (APPLAUSE) 

Over a hundred years ago, at the begining of the last centu- 
ry and during the darkest days of colomal tyranny, an exiled 
Cuban poet, when sailing past the shores of his native land, 
wrote these prophetic hnes with profound and moving faith 
in the future. 

Cuba one day you will be as free and pure 

as the refreshing air you breathe 

and the seething waves that 

kiss your sandy beaches (APPLAUSE) 

Marx had yet to formulate his immortal call: «Workers of 
the world, unite!» (APPLAUSE) 

The torches of our independence had yet to be lighted in 
Yara and ın Barre. 

The battleship Aurora had yet to give its signal to attack 
the Winter Palace. 

One hundred and fifty years haven't yet gone by since these 
verses were wrıtten, and, ın the land free as the refreshing 
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air surrounding it, the nation of workers founded by Lenin 
and the revolutionary heirs of Marti (APPLAUSE) embrace 
now in a close and lasting friendship under the victorious 
banner of Marx. 

Today, stronger and more optimistic than ever, we must 
ery out: Workers of the world, unite! (APPLAUSE) 

Long live proletarian internationalism! (SHOUT OF: «LONG 
MAY IT LIVE!») 

Long live proletarian internationalism! (SHOUTS OF: «LONG 
(SHOUTS OF: «LONG MAY IT LIVE!) 

Long live the glorious Communist Party of the Soviet Union! 
(SHOUTS OF: «LONG MAY IT LIVE!») 

Long live Comrade Leonid Ilich Brezhnev! (SHOUTS OF: 
«LONG MAY HE LIVEI.) 

Patria o Muerte 

Venceremos 

(OVATION) 
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Speech given by 

Leonid |. Brezhnev, 
General Secretary 

of the Communist Party 

of the Soviet Union, 

at the mass 

rally held in the 

Plaza de la Revolution 

on January 29, 1974, 

year of the 15t Anniversary 


Dear Comrade Fidel Castro; 
Dear Comrade Osvaldo Dorticös; 
Dear Cuban Friends; 


It was with deep emotion that we set foot yesterday on 
Cuban soil, a soil resplendent with revolutionary glory. 

We are deeply moved by the warm welcome given us by 
the capital of Cuba and by our first meetings with the people 
of Cuba and their leaders, the heroes of the Cuban Revolu- 
tion. (APPLAUSE) 


This is my first visit to Cuba, but I always dreamed of visit- 
ing your country some day. Fidel Castro and other Cuban 
comrades had told me a great deal about your country during 
our meetings’in Moscow, but I must say that nothing can take 
the place of personal impressions. 


29 


We were profoundly moved by the affectonate words said 
here about our people and our Communist Party, and we 
cordially thank Comrade Fidel and all of you dear friends 
for these words. (APPLAUSE) 


Allow me to extend to you, cıtızens of the first socialist 
state in America, a fervent and fraternal greeting from the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, the Council of Ministers 
of the USSR and the Soviet people. (APPLAUSE) 


Considering its land area and population, 

Cuba does not belong among the large countries. 
However, in contemporary international life, it occupies 
an important place. | would say, in fact, 

that it occupies an outstanding place 


Beloved friends, considering its land area and population, 
Cuba does not belong among the large countnes. However, 
in contemporary international life, ıt occupies an important 
place. I would say, in fact, that it oocupies an outstanding place. 
Cuba is well-known the world over. She 1s loved warmly by 
her friends and hated by her enemies. (APPLAUSE) And mil- 
lons and millions of people follow Cuba's development with 
a feeling of affinity and solidanty. 


What could be the reason for this? There’s only one reason: 
the triumph of the socialist revolution in Cuba. Cuba is the 
first socialist country in the western hemisphere. Hence, her 
role in and responsibility to history 


The Cuban Revolution, which marked the culmination of 
the Cuban people’s age-old struggle for freedom and independ- 
ence, was the product of concrete Cuban conditions. It was 
the explosion of the people’s protest against «theirs exploiters 
and against foreign exploiters. At the same time, the history 
of the triumphant socialist revolution in Cuba is yet another 
convincing example of the fact that the laws of social devel- 
opment are indisputable and apply to all countries and peoples. 

Today, as we speak of the shining hours in the history of 
Cuba, we must pay trıbute to the heroic standard-bearers of 
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the Cuban Revolution. In a country governed by a brutal 
dictatorial regime, a handful of fighters courageously declared 
war on the oppressors, aroused the enthusiasm of the masses 
with their ideas and launched them into a victorious struggle. 
It was truly a magnificent feat. (APPLAUSE) 


Fidel and his comrades-in-arms interpreted correctly the 
aspirations and needs of their people. The very fact that a 
relatively small rebel army succeeded in defeating the re- 
actionary regime, whose armed forces were overwhelmingly 
superior in number to those of the rebels, proves that this was 
the case of a truly popular revolution. Without the active 
support of the people this would have never happened. 
(APPLAUSE) 


The greatness of the feat performed by the leaders of the 
Revolution is also due to the fact that they had the ability 
to set the right course for the development of a free Cuba, a 
course guided by the light of the Leninist doctrine. The 
Communist Party of Cuba guides itself, with a creative sense, 
by the experiences of the Great October and the experience 
of decades of the development of socialism in other countries. 
(APPLAUSE) 


The Cuban Revolution is now 15 years old. This is in no 
way a short period, for revolutions make progress quickly 
and dynamically. That is why, when it comes to the new 
regime in Cuba, I believe that less should be said about 
youth and more about adulthood. 


Important, difficult tasks have been tackled and carried 
out. The resistance of the class enemies at home has been 
definitely crushed, All outside attempts to strangle Cuba with 
the noose of economic blockade have been frustrated. The 
country's defense has been strengthened. The defeat of the 
interventionists in 1961, the unity between the people and 
their leaders, the strengthening of socialist Cuba’s defense 
and the development of Cuba’s multilateral ties with the fra- 
ternal socialist countries constitute the factors that convincingly 
proved to the world that the Cuban Revolution is treading on 
solid ground, for, as Lenin said, a revolution is worth 
something if it is capable of defending itsclf. 
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Your society has reached a phase of development 

in which the in:vitable and necessary stage 

of breaking off with the old and searching for new ways 
marks the gradual transition into the phase of systematic, 
positive construction 


The goals of the Cuban Revolution have been set with 
precision and clarity. These goals are genuine national liber- 
ation; the eradication of domination by foreign and national 
exploiters; the establishment of the worker-peasant state; and 
the guarantee of a free, dignified and active life for the 
working people - in sum, the construction of a socialist so- 
ciety. (APPLAUSE) 

These goals have become a way of life for the people of 
Cuba. And, to attain them, the Cubans are working with 
dedication, unafraid of sacrifice or privation, because they 
knew that they are building a happy future with their own 
hands. 

What has been done during these years in the Isle of 
Freedom speaks for itself. 

Isn't it a fact that Cuba has ceased to be the patrimony of 
foreign monopolies and is deciding her own future for the 
first time? That is a fact, comrades! Isn't it a fact that now 
nobody in Cuba makes a living at the expense of somebody 
else's work? That, too, is a fact! (APPLAUSE) 

Isn't it a fact that the Cuban people are now enjoying social 
benefits that capitalism isn't able to give the workers even 
in the developed countries? I am speaking of the eradication 
of unemployment, of free education, free medical attention 
and many other things. All of these are unquestionable facts 
of tremendous significance. (APPLAUSE) 

Your society has reached a phase of development in which 
„the inevitable and necessary stage of breaking off with the 
old and searching for new ways marks the gradual transition 
into the phase of systematic, positive construction. The con- 
struction of the Party, the state and the economy is being 
effected with assurance and on the proven basis of socialism. 
An example of this is the preparation being made for the 
Ist. Congress of the glorious Communist Party of Cuba, to be 
held next year, and to which we Soviet Communists 
wholeheartedly wish the greatest success. (APPLAUSE) 
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Comrades, thousands of miles separate Cuba from her 
friends in the sccialist courtries of Europe and Asia. But 
revolut.onary Cuba never was and never will be alone. Such 
is the nature of sccialist internationalism. (APPLAUSE) Cuba 
is an active and respected participant in the intense life of 
the vast family of states closely united by bonds of fraternity, 
comradeship and unselfish mutual support. 


Cuba is now a member of the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assiz.ance ard her collaboration with our sister nations be- 
comes greater with every passing day. Meetings and exchanges 
of experiences and opinions are being held with ever-increasing 
frequen. y, including meetings at the highest level. All these 
things, comrades, make for a stronger Cuba; all these things 
contribute to the further success of the worid socialist system. 


We cannot overlook the great prestige that Cuba has among 
the ccuntries liberated from colonial domination, which are 
now playing an ever-more-important role in the struggle 
against imperialism and for the emancipation of the peoples. 
The example of Cuba's free and independent development 
arouses hopes in the hearts of the oppressed and exploited in 
many countries — particularly, of course, in the countries of 
Latin America. (APPLAUSE) 


Here in Cuba, one cannot help but meditate on the destiny 
of this magnificent, brilliant and unique continent, with its 
past history of hard work and heroism and its turbulent 
present, and think — and this can be said with absolute 
certainty — of a great future. (APPLAUSE) 


The Latin-American peoples’ struggle for freedom dates back 
more than a century. The 19th century immortalized the names 
of the heroes of that struggle: Simón Bolivar, Bernardo O’Hig- 
gins, José Marti. The 20th century wrote for posterity in the 
golden book of history the names of Emiliano Zapata, Agusto 
Sandino, Che Guevara, Camilo Cienfuegos, Salvador Allende 
ard many other outstanding fighters for the people's cause. 
(APPLAUSE). Not only Latin America but in the rest of the 
world as well, the peoples are familiar with the name of our 
comrade-in-arms, the leader of the Cuban Socialist Revolution, 
Comrade Fidel Castro, (APPLAUSE) 
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In Latin America, there has been a notable upsurge in the 
struggle for liberation, of heroic feats and victories. But there 
have been defeats as well, and bloody repression against 
patriots and revolutionaries. Experience is constantly teaching 
us that wherever the positions of imperialism and its lackeys 
a-e threatened, the bourgeoisie forgets all about its propagandist 
chatter about «democracy» and a «free world» and resorts to 
every kind of violence and cruelty. The events of the past 
few years, the bloody fascist coup in Chile and offensive on 
the part of reaction in other Latin-American states, are clear 
evidence of this. 

Nevertheless, every lesson is useful. And the experience of 
the coming into power by the parties of Popular Unity in 
Chile will doubtlessly be useful to the fighters for freedom and 
national independence. 


Revolution does not derive its strength from somebody's 
«propaganda» cr from «subversive activities,» as the imperialist 
press likes to cry out. Revolution derives its strength from 
the insufferable living conditions in which the peoples find 
themselves. That is where its deep and firmly-grounded roots 
are found. And any attempt to block the road to progress by 
means of terror and repression will only result in redoubled 
indignation on the part of the popular masses. 


The Soviet Union has always considered inadmissible — in 
fact, criminal — any attempt to «export counterrevolution,» any 
outside interference aimed at crushing the sovereign will of 
a revolutionary people. Likewise, communists are not in favor 
of «exporting revolution,» Revolution matures on the internal 
field of one or another country. How and when it surges forth, 
what forms and methods are employed to bring it about, 
concern only that country. 


With regard to Latin America, we are convinced that its 
ہا اط‎ perspective is inseparable from the development of 
all mankind, that it is a perspective of freedom, independence 
and social progress. The Soviet Union advocates that the 
countries in Latin America participate more actively in inter- 
national life, that their independent voice be heard with more 
assurance on the world scene. We are convinced that this 
will favor the cause of peace and of collaboration among 
nations on the basis of equality. (APPLAUSE) 


34 


We are in favor of a durabie, 
just peace that will respond to the interests 
of all people, to the interest of social progress 


Today, the whole world is in motion. Tempestuous events 
occur today on one continent, tomorrow on another. These 
events are disimilar in character and often contradictory. 
However, the main lines of worldwide development are clearly 
defined. The strength of the world socialist system and its 
influence on the future of the world continue to grow. The 
people’s struggle for liberation scores victory after victory. 
And step by step, Lenin's idea of peaceful coexistence among 
states with different social regimes takes root in the field of 
international relations. 

«The future of mankind is peace,» said that glorious son of 
Cuba, Jose Marti. «War, which in the past was the first re- 
course is now the last. Tomorrow, it will be a crime.» 


Comrades, the «tomorrow» that José Marti spoke about is 
our today! In keeping with the teachings of the great Lenin, 
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, along with all 
peace-loving forces, are waging a persistent struggle to eradicate 
wars of aggression from the life of humanity forever; are 
waging a struggle for a lasting peace. 


We are not pacifists. We are absolutely against peace at 
any price, and, needless to say, we are not in favor of any 
freezing of the socio-political processes taking place within 
countries. (APPLAUSE) 


To our understanding, peace means unconditional respect 
for the right of the peoples of the socialist countries to build 
a new society without foreign interference of any kind. It 
means unconditional respect for the right of every state and 
people to sovereign and independent development. 


To our understanding, peace means guaranteeing the Vietna- 
mese people — who have scored a history-making victory 
in their struggle against imperialist aggression — (APPLAUSE) 
the possibility to fulfill their national aspirations. It means 
the strict implementation of the provisions of the Paris 
Agreement, the firm opposition to any attempt by reaction to 
frustrate an improvement of the situation in Southeast Asia. 
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To our understanding, peace means the reestablishment of 
the Arab people’s legitimate inalienable rights, violated by 
Israeli aggression. It means the constructive and durable solu- 
tion of the crisis in the Middle East. That is precisely what 
the Soviet Union is firmly and consistently in favor of. (AP- 
PLAUSE) 


The Agreement on troop disengagement between Egypt and 
Israel, signed at the beginning of the Geneva Peace Conference, 
is a positive step forward. However, this is only a partial 
measure, of a strictly military character, which, moreover, so 
far has to do with only one of the Arab countries that partici- 
pated in the military operations. Needless to say, things can- 
not stop there. 

The Geneva Conference should fulfill its principal mission, 
that is to establish a lasting peace in the Middle East by 
means of a political arrangement. This objective can be at- 
tained only through the withdrawal of Israeli troops from all 
Arab territory occupied in 1967 and by respecting the legiti- 
mate rights of the Arab people of Palestine. The UN resolutions 
on the Middle East must be complied with in full and as soon 
as possible. The Soviet Union has taken and will continue to 
take active part in the solution of this important problem. 


To our understanding, peace means the refusal to solve by 
military means the disputes and differences between states, 
regardless of how complex and profound they may be. It means 
the establishment of premises for fruitful collaboration among 
all countries, on the basis of equality. 

In other words, we are in favor of a durable, just peace 


that will respond to the interests of all the peoples, to the 
interests of social progress. 


For many years, the statesmen of the capitalist world turned 
a deaf ear to the Soviet Union’s proposal that the relations 
between the two systems be organized on the basis of peaceful 
coexistence. They tried to crush the world’s first socialist 
state through intervention; they tried to strangle it with an 
economic and political blockade. They were confident they 
could defeat the Soviet Union in a big war. They thought they 
would intimidate us and other socialist countries with the 
«cold war» and hoped they could impose their will on us 
through a policy of «positions of strength.» But they were 
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wrong on all counts. The Soviet Union and the entire world 
socialist system became one single vigorous and invincible 
force. (APPLAUSE) 


The consistent and active peace policy 

of the socialist countrizs brings about more 

and more perceptible results in such an important 
continent as Europe for the destiny of all Humanity 


Finally, the capitalist world had to Jook truth in the face 
and recognize that solving the historical dispute between 
capitalism and socialism by means of arms was impossible. 
Under such circumstances, the foremost leaders of the bourgeois 
countries thought it wise to reply to the proposals of peaceful 
coexistence made by the socialist countries. 

Because of this situation, a favorable change in the relations 
of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries with France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, the United States, as well 
as some other bourgeois countries, has taken place in the 
last few years. 

The consistent and active peace policy of the socialist coun- 
tries brings about more and more perceptible results in such 
an important continent as Europe for the destiny of all hu- 
manity. Much of what our countries, together with all peace- 
loving forces, tried to achieve throughout a quarter of a 
century has now been possible. The essential thing is the 
securing of the immutability of Europe’s postwar frontiers and 
the independence of the German Democratic Republic, the 
German socialist state. (APPLAUSE) This is highly important 
in preventing the unleashing of revanchism in Europe and a 
new shapening of the situation — that is, to set the conditions 
for a truly lasting peace. 

But the concept of peaceful coexistence isn’t just limited to 
acknowledging that war is no longer useful in solving disputes 
among nations, especially those between the two social systems. 
In our day, the conviction that an active and fruitful collabo- 
ration among all nations is necessary becomes stronger with 
time. 

It's not difficult to understand why this idea took shape in 
Europe before anywhere else. In Europe, the powerful armed 
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forces of both world systems meet each other face to face. It 
is precisely in Europe, because of purely physical consider- 
ations, that we can see with particular clarity what an insane 
undertaking of waging a war with the modern means of mass 
annihilation would be. 


Two most important initiatives of present-day Europe's inter- 
national relations were based on this acknowledgment. The 
Soviet Union and its allies of the defensive Warsaw Treaty 
were the authors of these initiatives. I'm referring to the Eu- 
ropean Conference on Security and Cooperation (which is 
nearing its final stage) and the talks started a short while 
back on cutting down armed forces and arms in Central Europe. 


The purpose of this European Conference on Security and 
Cooperation is to consolidate the relaxation of political tension 
on the Continent and offer the possibility of establishing solid 
foundations for long-range cooperations among European 
countries in the area of the policy of peace as well as in 
economic, scientific and cultural fields. The aim of the Vienna 
talks is to assure the European peoples of the concrete fruits 
of the relaxation of tension by decreasing the danger of 
military confrontations in Europe and reducing defense 
spending. 


Forces unhappy about the reinforczment 

of peaceful coexistence still exit; forces not small 
and having certain influence. Imperialism is far from 
having changed its aggressive nature 


The Soviet Union and other socialist countries which take 
part in these important initiatives sincerely look forward to 
their complete success. We are actively looking for constructive 
solutions, acceptable to all parties and useful to the cause of 
peace and the relaxation of tension. To judge by their works, 
the other participants in the Geneva and Vienna talks are also 
dedicated to the same cause. Nevertheless, it becomes clear 
little by little that there are other things behind the actions 
and position of some countries. 


This position doesn't have to do just with the talks I've 
mentioned, but also with other important matters. Some coun- 
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trıes, under different excuses, delay the practical solution of 
problems already mpe. They show reserve and set different 
kinds of «conditions: which for the most part have no bearing 
on the matters being discussed. They go so far as to try to 
interfere openly in the internal affairs of other countmes. At 
every opportunity, reactionary propaganda breeds slander, 
attempting to arouse suspicion and confuse the people, in order 
to poison the international climate. Some poltimans, both 
military men and civilians, consider it possible to call for 
a step-up in the arms race And at the Vienna talks for re- 
ducing armed forces, some NATO countries obviously try to 
substitute a just agreement on an equal basis for another one 
which, ın fact, would unilaterally reduce the defensive means 
of the sociahst countries. 

All these things put us on the alert. They are not ın keeping 
with the announced aim of these governments, which ıs relaxing 
tensions and consolidating peace. 


What can we say about this? If these actions have been 
planned as a means of pressuring the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries ın the hope of getting for themselves certain 
unilateral advantages prejudicial to our vital principles and 
interests, their efforts are in vain. This must be clear to every- 
one. It would be much more serious ıf all this hides some- 
thing more important - that is, the hope hindenng the 
improvement in the ınternational climate, returmng the world 
to the ıll-fated period of the «cold war» and rekındlıng the 
arms race. 

It is most significant that no capitalist country now declares 
itself openly as an enemy of the relaxation of tension and the 
extension of peaceful cooperation. This is understandable: ideas 
of peace are too deeply-rooted in the conscience of the peoples 
at present. Nevertheless, forces unhappy about the reinforce- 
ment of peaceful coexistence still exist; forces not small and 
having certain influence. Impenahsm ıs far from having 
changed its aggressive nature. 

The policy of relaxing tension has won many victories, but 
the world is far from feeling at ease. The stockpiling and 
perfecting of arms and, particularly, of nuclear weapons 
continues. The danger in this situation 1s obvious. Meanwhile, 
the future of humanity will be firmly guaranteed if and when 
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the danger of a world war ıs completely wıped out Thıs is 
precisely the aim of the well-known proposals of the Soviet 
Union at the United Nations on problems of disarmament, the 
nonuse of force ın international relations and the prohibition 
of the use of nuclear weapons, It’s a pity that the position 
of” some countries keeps these proposals from being ımple- 
mented. 


The last few years have resulted in many positive changes 
in international life. Thanks to them, mankind has breathed 
with relief and hopes for a lasting peace 

were strengthened 


As a result of the Soviet-U S. summit negotiations, held in 
June of last year, a great step forward was taken in this 
matter. I am speaking about the agreement between the USSR 
and the USA, signed in the summer of last year, to avert a 
nuclear war We can say that ıt was the first swallow, bringing 
with it the hope of making the danger of nuclear war more 
remote Basically, the United States promised not to use force 
against the Soviet Union, its allies and other countries, It 1s 
understood that the Soviet Union made a similar promise. We 
feel that this agreement 1s in keeping with the interests of all 
the socialist countries, of their security 


This agreement 15 in keeping with the vital interests of all 
peoples, in general, because a world war with the use of 
modern means of mass annihilation will benefit no one 


It 1s also evident that the initiation of the process of nor- 
malizing Soviet-U.S. relations made ıt possible to obtain other 
important objectives for which the socialist countries and all 
other peace-loving nations have struggled for a long tme I 
refer to the Pams Agreement to end the war in Vietnam and 
w.thdraw US. troops from that country. I also have in mind 
the cease-fire in the Middle East and the start of negotiations 
for a peaceful settlement of the conflict in that region. 

Thus, we can say that beginning of improved Soviet-U S 
relations 1s useful for the cause of peace everywhere. We will 
continue with our principled policy toward the United States, 


course, assuming that the other side will respond in kind. 
(APPLAUSE) 
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In general, oomrades, we can say that the last few years 
have resulted حر‎ many positive changes in ınternahonal life. 
Thanks to them, mankind has breathed with relief and hopes 
for lasting peace were strengthened. We feel this process will 
continue to advance. The task now 1s to make what has been 
obtained ın the field of détente permanent. To bnng this about, 
all peace-loving nations and forces must wage an active and 
tenacious struggle. 


The role of the masses of the people in solving the problems 
of international pohtics and, especially, the problems of war 
and peace has never been as important as it is in our times. 
The peoples demand lasting peace and guarantees for their 
security. This was eloquently confirmed by the World Congress 
of Peace Forces, held three months ago, with the partiapaton 
of delegates from 143 countries. 


It becomes increasingly clear that now the only foreign 
policy with any chance of success 1s one that takes into account 
the will of the peoples, that reflects with concrete deeds the 
longings of peace-loving mankind. That 1s the essence of the 
pohcy of the socialist countries, an honest policy free of selfish 
calculations, We must frankly say that ıf mankind is closer 
today than ever before to lasting peace, ıt is the result, first 
of all, of the determined and consistent efforts of the socialist 
countries. (APPLAUSE) 


We base ourselves on the creative force 

of Marxist-Leninist theory, the rich experience of the 
construction of socialism in our country, 

the political awarensess and great culture 

of the soviet people, the leading role of the Communist 
Party and the indestructible unity of the Party and the 
people 


Dear Cuban fnends, it has been said that our meeting, a 
meeting of comrades, comrades ın the struggle for a common 
cause, obliges me to tell you, in brief, how our country lives, 


the Soviet people are workıng on and the tasks they‏ کت 
ace.‏ 
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We are devoting all our work, all our efforts and thoughts 
to the great cause of the construction of communist society, 
as you know. This will be the first practical experience of 
the construction of communism in the history of mankind. The 
task is a huge and complex one, requiring a great sense of 
responsibility. But we are well equipped to handle it. We have 
the mighty economy of developed socialism. We base ourselves 
on the creative force of Marxist-Leninist theory, the rich 
experience of the construction of socialism in our country, the 
political awareness and great culture of the Soviet people, 
the leading role of the Communist Party and the indestructible 
unity of the Party and the people. 

The three years that have passed since the 24th Congress 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union — the first three 
years of our 9th Five-Year Plan — contributed many new things 
to the development of the economy of the Soviet Union and 
the creation of the material and technological foundation for 
communism. 

I will start off with industry. Here we have aimed at the 
qualitative restructuring of the main branches, the introduction 
of modern technology and a considerable increase in the 
productivity of labor. A number of successes have already 
been scored in this field. -1 can tell you that more than 80 
percent of the general growth of our industrial production 
has now been obtained, precisely because of the increase in 
the productivity of labor. We will continue to firmly struggle 
for the application of the most perfect technology and its 
most beneficial use, for better work organization and discipline 
and for the saving of materials and energy. 

In the last few years, many large industrial complexes have 
been set up, equipped with the most modern technology. They 
are very important for the economy of the whole country and 
for the sister states. It would be impossible to list all of them 
here. I will only mention two or three examples. For instance, 
the automobile factory in the city of Togliatti, on the Volga 
River, which turns out 660000 passenger cars a year and is 
operating at peak capacity, and the Krasnoyarsk hydroelectric 
power station, the world’s largest, on the great Yenisey River. 
in Siberia. One of the most important accomplishments in the 
last few years has been the discovery and exploitation by the 
Soviet of a huge underground deposit of oil and gas in the 
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Tyumen region of northwest Siberia. New towns and cities are 
going up there and hundreds of miles of new railroads and 
thousands of miles of oil pipelines are being laid. More oil is 
already being taken out there than was produced all over the 
country in the mid-1950s. (APPLAUSE) 


We soviets didn't do badly in 1973. 

The increase in industrial production went well 
above the plan. Work productivity also increaszd 
more rapidly than forecast in the plan. 

Larga crops of grains, cotton and other 
agricultural products have been harvested 


In the last few years, our Party has given special attention 
to agriculture. This is because agriculture had been a very 
backward sector in our country for many years and for various 
reasons. 

In 1965, basing ourselves on the Leninist principle of cou- 
pling the general interests of the people with the personal 
interests of the workers, we established a more just relation- 
ship between the work done by farm workers and their wages. 
This created better incentives for increasing production. As 
a result, the well-bzing of farm workers in our country has 
improved in the last years. This is a worthwhile improvement 
in itself, since farm workers constitute a considerable sector 
of our country’s population. 

At the same time, we have made large investments in agricul- 
ture, considerably raising its technical level and improving 
the quality of the soil, by means of irrigation and drainage, 
and appreciably increasing the production of fertilizers. 

Now we are giving much attention to solving the task of 
specializing the work of the large kolkhozy and sovkhozy and 
to setting their production on a basis that would be as much 
as possible like industrial production. This is the key to the 
future development of our socialist agriculture. 

We Soviets didn't do badly in 1973. The increase in indus- 
trial production went well above the plan. Work productivity 
also increased more rapidly than forecast in the plan. Large 
crops of grain, cotton and other agricultural products have 
been harvested. The real income of the population went up 
and living conditions of the Soviets are constantly improving. 
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Naturally, this is cause for great satisfaction. The Party sees 
as the main objective of all its activity the improving of the 
people’s standard of living. 

The defensive capacity of the Soviet Union continues strength- 
ening itself on the basis of the overall growth of the economic 
might of the country. Our Party and our Government concern 
themselves with the Soviet Army having everything necessary 
for a sure defense of what the people have built. Our Army 
is made up of men profoundly loyal to their land and to the 
cause of communism-patriots and internationalists. (APPLAUSE) 
The Soviet Army is far removed from a spirit of militarism and 
expansionism, but it's ready to defend our country and the 
conquests of socialism any time and any day. (APPLAUSE) 

Basing ourselves on our economic and defensive might, on 
the advantages of a socialist planned economy and on the col- 
laboration of our sister countries and allies, as well as on the 
progress made by our peaceful foreign policy, we view the 
future with confidence and calmly continue cur work. 

Everything we have just said, dear friends, doesn’t in any 
way imply that our construction moves forward completely 
smoothly, that, as the saying goes, it's a bed of roses, and 
that we don't face difficulties, have defects and make mistakes. 
All three factors are present. In talking about our economy, 
I'll say that in our country the production increase of consumer 
goods isn’t yet in step with our plans. Occasionally there are 
unjustified delays in getting new industrial installations started 
up and into production. Errors in planning also take place. 
In order to catch up with what we've lost, we not only must 
fulfill the 1974 production plan but also considerably over- 
fulfill it. We discussed all these questions in detail and with 
a practical outlook at the recent Plenary Meeting of the 
Central Committee of the Party and outlined ways for im- 
proving the situation. 


Our Party sparzs no effort in helping the workers 
get a clearer idea of the tasks we face. 

The party’s position is fully supported 

by the people 


But no plans or resolutions will have the desired effect if 
the people do not view them as their own and if the struggle 
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for their fulfillment does not become the objective of many 
millions of workers, intellectuals and kolkhoz members. 

That is why our Party spares no effort in helping the workers 
get a clearer idea of the tasks we face. The Party's position 
is fully supported by the people. Today, a powerful movement 
has been unleashed all over the country aimed at fulfilling this 
year's plan ahead of schedule. Labor collectives are promoting 
what is known in our country as extraplans — that is, they 
take on additional and higher commitments and struggle to 
produce only with top quality. 

The men of the socialist countries, educated in the ideas of 
Lenin, in the ideas of communism, are well aware of the 
revolutionary significance of their work. In your country too, 
in Cuba, the excavator or the harvester is today a weapon 
of struggle for the Revolution, as was the case yesterday with 
the rifle or the machine gun. Every ton of steel, every new 
machine, every bushel of grain or ton of sugar produced in 
a socialist country is a real contribution to the cause of peace, 
socialism and the social progress of mankind. (APPLAUSE) 

Dear friends, we, the people of the Soviet Union, have 
always felt that solidarity with Cuba and full-scale backing 
for it is our sacred duty, the duty of Communists and of 
citizens of a socialist country. We appreciate the fact that you 
have responded with the same fraternal friendship and that 
here in Cuba you are familiar with and love the homeland 
of Lenin, the homeland of October. (APPLAUSE) 

The links between us are completely different from those 
which exist in the world of capital. Cuba is not the object of 
exploitation or investment of capital by the Soviet Union. 
Cuba is not a strategic base or what is called a sphere of 
influence. Our friendship and affinity is an expression of the 
socialist nature of our countries, the giving of concrete form 
to the magnificent principles of socialist internationalism. (AP- 
PLAUSE) 

Millions of people are now contributors to Soviet-Cuban 
friendship. They are the workers, experts and engineers in 
the Soviet enterprises that build lathes, machines, harvesters 
and other items for Cuba. They are the workers in the sugar 
harvest who know that part of the sugar they produce will go 
to the Soviet people. They are the Soviet specialists who work 
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in Cuba and the Cuban girls and boys who come to study 
in our country. They are the Soviet and Cuban scientists, 
writers and artists, all those who participate in the great ex- 
change of cultural values between our peoples. For every 
Soviet and, we are sure, for every Cuban the cause of Soviet- 
Cuban friendship is something which they hold near and 
dear. (APPLAUSE) 

Today, Soviet-Cuban collaboration covers many fields. It 
covers metallurgy, energy, agriculture, fishing, scientific re- 
search and art. From a simple thing like trade, it branches 
out to cover cooperation in production and the coordination of 
national economic plans. 


Soviet-cuban relations have been established 
now on long-range terms, giving them stability 
and allowing the solving of great tasks. 

The economic agreements signed during comrade 
Fidel Castro's last visit to Moscow 

are a good example of this 


Soviet-Cuban relations have been established now on long- 
range terms, giving them stability and allowing the solving 
of great tasks. The economic agreements signed during Comrade 
Fidel Castro's last visit to Moscow are a good example of this. 

It is well known that the Soviet Union also gives aid to 
Cuba for strengthening its national defense. We know very 
well, as others must surely know, that Soviet arms in Cuban 
hands aren't for attacking anyone nor for worsening the 
international situation. They serve the just cause of defending 
the revolutionary conquests of the country, the cause of peace 
and tranquility. (APPLAUSE) 

We value highly the attention given by the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of Cuba to questions concerning 
relations with the Soviet Union. We know that Comrades 
Fidel Castro, Osvaldo Dorticös, Raul Castro and other Cuban 
leaders dedicate themselves constantly to this task. (AP- 
PLAUSE) I can tell you, comrades, that we give top priority 
to the strengthening of the Soviet-Cuban ties. You are always 
kept in mind by the Political Bureau of the Central Committee 
of our Party and by the Soviet Government. (APPLAUSE) 
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As you know, we began our talks with Fidel and other 
Cuban comrades yesterday. These talks offer us a good oppor- 
tunity of once more exchanging information and experience 
and of discussing many important problems. Our latest meeting 
is characterized, as always, by sincerity, trust and absolute 
mutual understanding. I'm sure, comrades, that the present 
talks, along with the results of Fidel Castro’s last visit to the 
Soviet Union, point to a new stage in Soviet-Cuban collabora- 
tion. (APPLAUSE) 

Comrades, the scope of Soviet-Cuban ties enablesus to say 
that a solid, broad and secure bridge has been built between 
the USSR and Cuba over the vast oceans separating our 
countries. A bridge, oomrades, of peace, friendship and broth- 
erhood! (APPLAUSE) 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all of you once more, 
on my own behalf and that of my comrades, for the hospitable, 
friendly, warm and generous way you've opened your hearts 
to your friends from the land of the Soviets. (APPLAUSE) 

May Soviet-Cuban friendship prosper and strengthen! (AP- 
PLAUSE) 

Glory to the courageous Cuban people and their militant 
vanguard, the Communist Party of Cuba! (APPLAUSE) 

Long live peace and communism! (APPLAUSE AND SHOUTS 
OF: «LONG MAY THEY LIVE!») 

Long live Cuba! (SHOUTS OF: “LONG MAY IT LIVE!» 
AND BREZHNEV, BREZHNEV.) 

(OVATION) 


PUBLIHED: 1/30/74 
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Cuban-Soviet declaration 


IN RESPONSE to an invitation from Fidel Castro Ruz, First 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Cuba and Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government 
of the Republic of Cuba, Leonid I. Brezhnev, General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, paid an official and friendly visit_to Cuba from 
January 28 to February 3, 1974. 


This first visit by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union to the 
first country building socialism in Latin America was the 
occasion for a vivid demonstration of revolutionary enthusiasm 
and comradely solidarity on the part of Cuban workers, and 
it constituted a new stage in the development of Cuban-Soviet 
friendship. 


During the visit, the indestructible unity of the peoples 
of Cuba and the USSR was once again demonstrated, and 
new paths were opened up to continue broadening the fra- 
ternal collaboration between the two countries. The exchange 
of experiences on the internal development of both countries 
was useful and valuable. 
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The top leaders of Cuba and the Soviet Union express their 
complete identity of views regarding the present world situa- 
tion and the tasks of the foreign policy of the socialist states, 
a policy dedicated to the defense of freedom, independente and 
the sovereign rights of states and peoples, a policy of struggle 
for the consolidation of peace and international collaboration. 


Firmly marching down the path of socialism 
and communism 


The Communist Party of Cuba highly values the ceaseless 

activity carried out in all fields by the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union and by all the Soviet people in fulfillment of 
the resolutions of the 24th Congress of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union. 
— The conclusion of the third year ~ which is the decisive 
one - of the five-year plan, has advanced the Soviet economy, 
an economy of developed socialism, to new heights. The 
goals for 1973 in the field of industrial production have been 
surpassed and the increase in the productivity of labor, the 
most important indicator of the effectiveness of social produc- 
tion, has also been greater than expected, Great industrial 
complexes have been built and newly-discovered deposits of 
natural riches are being exploited successfully. 

The measures adopted by the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union and the Soviet Government in the field of agricultural 
development resulted in a considerable increase in production. 
Last year marked the biggest harvest of grains, cotton and 
other crops in the history of the Soviet Union. 

In the leadership of the national economy, the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union gives priority to matters related 
to the new upsurge of the entire Soviet economy, through the 
introduction of the advances of the scientific-technical revo- 
lution and the improvement of the planning and Jeadership 
system. The far-reaching program to increase the well-being 
of the Soviet people is being consistently fulfilled, 

Once again it has been demonstrated that the full-scale use 
of socialist emulation of all the people, is the just method to 
mobilize the people’s creative forces, in order to achieve the 
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goals outlined by the Party. Fulfilling the tasks of the plan 
ahead of schedule, additional plans, the resolute struggle and 
the constant initiative of the workers to increase the produc- 
tivity of labor and raise the quality of production strengthen 
the nation of the Soviets more and more and help solve the 
historic task of constructing communism. 

The Cuban people warmly welcome all these achievements 
of the fraternal Soviet people, pillar of the economic and 
defensive power of the USSR, and emphasize their favorable 
effect on international life. 

The progress of the USSR inspires other socialist nations 
and fills all those who defend the cause of freedom, democracy, 
national independence and social progress with renewed zeal 
and creates an ever-more solid material foundation for the 
peoples’ struggle for peace and security. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet 
people greet the successes of the Cuban people, united behind 
their Communist Party, in the fulfillment of the great tasks 
of building a socialist society, a society free of exploitation 
and run by the workers themselves for the good of all the 
people. 

The profound socio-economic transformations and the tre- 
mendous progress in cultural development radically change 
the Cuban people and constitute an inspiring example for many 
other nations that are struggling for national liberation and 
social progress. 

The work being done to perfect the organic structure of the 
Communist Party of Cuba and consolidate its ranks is especially 
important in order to prepare for the Congress of the Party, 
develop the socialist state system and in centralized planning 
and the education of the masses of the people in the spirit 
of the ideas of Marxism-Leninism. : 

The recent oelebration by all the people of the 20th anniver- 
sary of the heroic attack on the Moncada Garrison and the 
15th anniversary of the triumph of the Cuban Revolution 
made possible a national review of the achievements obtained 
by Cuba in economic, social and cultural construction. The 
13th -Congress of Cuban trade unions stimulated the political 
and labor activity of the working class and all the workers 
in Cuba. 
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All this clearly shows that Cuba is in a period of dynamic 
political and economic life, that the Communists of Cuba are 
holding high the glorious banner of the revclutionary traditions 
of the Cuban people and that the Cuban Socialist Revolution 
has entered a new stage of its development in which the 
successes obtained are reinforced and broadened. 


Fraternal friendship between Cuba and the USSR 
is being strengthened and developed 


Cuba and the USSR are convinced that the indestructible 
friendship and fraternal collaboration between the Cuban and 
Soviet peoples and between the Communist Parties of Cuba 
and of the Soviet Union are in keeping with the key interests 
of both countries, of all the socialist community and in the 
interests of peace and international security. Guiding ourselves 

“by the principles of socialist internationalism, in a sp.rit of 
full equality of rights and mutual respect for sovereignty, we 
continue to strengthen and develop Cuban-Soviet friendship by 
every means since this is a priceless legacy of the peoples of 
both countries, who are united by the fact that they live under 
the same social regime and have common objectives in the 
peaceful construction of socialism and communism. 

Both parties pledge to make all necessary efforts so that 
the peoples of Cuba and of the Soviet Union will be better 
-informed about the life and culture and the socio-political, 
economic and scientifictechnical experiences of each country, 
so that Cuban-Soviet collaboration will increase constantly by 
means of the Communist Parties, state agencies, trade unions, 
youth, women’s and other mass organizations of both countries, 
as well as by stepping up contacts between representatives of 
different sectors of the population. 

They will develop and permanently perfect their economic, 
trade and scientific-technical collaboration in a planned manner 
and on a long-term basis, based on the economic agreements 
which were signed in 1972, Particular attention will be given 
to increasing the effectiveness of economic cooperation, extend- 
ing collaboration between planning agencies, Ministries and 
their departments and other institutions of the two countries 
and increasing direct contacts between Cuban and Soviet pro- 
duction collectives. 
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In keeping with the agreements between the two govem- 
ments, the Soviet Union will aid socialist Cuba in the devel- 
opment of its industry, the mechanization of its agriculture 


and the training of skilled personnel for different branches of 
the national economy. 


Cooperation between scientific research institutions, educa- 
tional institutions and the unions of artists of the two countries 
will be developed by all possible means. 


Leonid I. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, confirmed, 
on behalf of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the 
Soviet State and all the Soviet people, the willingness of the 
Soviet Union to continue providing Cuba with its cooperation 
and fraternal support in the construction of a new life. 


Comrade Fidel Castro, First Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of Cuba, on behalf of the 
Communist Party, the Revolutionary Government and the 
Cuban people, reiterated his most profound gratitude to the 
Soviet Union for its internationalist solidarity, which is reflected 
in the unselfish aid in all fields that it has given and is giving 
Cuba in the construction of a socialist society. 


The communists of Cuba and the USSR are closing ranks 
in the struggle por the common cause 


The soundest foundation for unbreakable Cuban-Soviet 
friendship is the fraternal collaboration between the Com- 
munist Party of Cuba and the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, two Marxist-Leninist revolutionary Parties which have. 
devoted their activities to the struggle for the happiness of — 
the working people, for the construction of a socialist and 
communist society. The Communist Party of Cuba and the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union consider the development 
of such collaboration as a task of primary importance. 

The Communist Party of Cuba and the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Un'on will steadily and consistently continue to 
extend and improve collaboration at all levels, systematically 
exchanging delegations of Party officials, strengthening contacts 
between Party press organs and extending, by every means, 
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exchanges of experiences in the construction of socialism and 
communism. 

In the present climate of unceasing ideological struggle on 
the wor!d scene, of constant attempts on the part of reactionary 
propaganda to surround the socialist countries with a smoke 
screen of falsehood and slander and to give the peoples a 
distorted picture of socialism, with a view to diverting their 
attention from the growing internal crisis in the capitalist 
system, both fraternal Parties stress the need to tirelessly and 
efficiently denounce the slanderers, react vigorously to any 
form of ideological subversion that the antisocialist forces may 
resort to and provide world public opinion with even fuller 
information on life in the socialist countries. 


The Communist Parties of Cuba and of the Soviet Union 
declare themselves consistently in favor of the further cohesion 
of the international communist and workers’ movement. They 
will also continue to actively oppose any attempt to coun- 
terpose among themselves the various detachments of the 
world’s revolutionary vanguard and to divide the forces that 
are in favor of social progress, national liberation of the peoples 
and lasting peace. 


Both Parties are irreconcilable with revisionism — of the right 
as well as of the left - and with hegemonic and chauvinistic 
-trends that contradict the international line collectively outlined 
by the Communist and Workers’ Parties. The consolidation 
of the unity of the world communist movement on the basis 
of Marxism-Leninism was and continues to be the guarantee 
for the development and deepening of the entire revolutionary 
movement. 


For a lasting peace, security 
and the freedom of the peoples 


Half a century has passed since the death of Lenin, the 
brilliant teacher and leader of the workers the world over, 
who opened the way to socialism for all mankind. The course 
of international events since then to the present time serves 
to confirm, over and over, the justness of Lenin's analysis of 
the principal trends in the world's development. 
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The world is marching precisely in the direction foreseen 
by Lenin. 

The power of the world socialist system and its influence on 
the course of international events are growing unceasingly. 
The people's struggle for national liberation has scored history- 
making victories. Under its impetus, the chains of neo- 
colonialism with which the imperialists try to replace the old 
colonial regimes are now also being torn apart. 

The inevitable worsening of the general crisis of capitalism 
has now become more evident than ever before. The world of 
capital is being shaken by political and economic contradictions 
without precedent in scope and seriousness. 

The general change in the balance of power, the coordinated 
policy of the countries of the socialist community and the 
actions of other progressive and peace-loving forces have made 
possible a change in course in international relations from cold 
war to detente, toward the consolidation in international life 
of the principles of peaceful coexistence between states with 
different social systems. 


Cuba and the Soviet Union consider that the main task in 
their foreign policy is to contribute by every means to the 
steady consolidation of the power and cohesion of the com- 
munity of socialist states and to develop among them the 
closest collaboration — a determining factor for increasing their 
economic and political power. Cuba and the Soviet Union are 
convinced that the power of world socialism and the unity and 
solidarity of the countries of the socialist community — united 
by unbreakable bonds of fraternity, unselfish mutual assistance 
and support — constitute, in our times, the principal revolu- 
tionary forces having a determining influence on the course of 
world social development. 


Cuba and the Soviet Union give vast importance to both the 
improvement of the established forms of bilateral and multi- 
lateral ties and the constant search for new ways for the 
fraternal countries to cooperate in political, economic and other 
fields. They intend to continue giving uninterrupted attention 
to the matter of socialist economic integration, contributing 
by every means to the implementation of the Complex Program 
and other initiatives worked out with this aim within the 
framework of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistence. 


56 


Cuba and the Soviet Union resolutely condemn any impe- 
rialist act of aggression that may jeopardize the life and 
peaceful work of the peoples, and solemnly declare their 
unbreakable adherence to the cause of the consolidation of 
universal peace. Peace is the fundamentalmente premise for 
the solution of the cardinal problems of our time and for 
social progress. 

Peace guarantees the socialist countries the favorable condi- 
tions for the construction of socialism and communism; it 
provides the peoples that are struggling for national liberation 
with vast possibilities for strengthening their political indepen- 
dence, attaining economic autonomy and liquidating colonial 
and racist regimes; and it facilitates the struggle of the workers 
in capitalist countries against exploitation and for their legiti- 
mate rights. 

_ Peace is indivisible, and it should extend to every country 
regardless of size, economic and military power or social 
regime. 

Only a lasting, democratic and just peace, based on the 

refusal to settle, through the use of arms, disputes and differ- 
ences between states, presupposing strict respect for the 
sovereignty of all states and excluding all interference in their 
internal affairs, will create the conditions for fruitful collabo- 
ration, on the basis of equality among all countries. 
__ The Communist Party and the Revolutionary Government of 
Cuba emphasize the enormous international significance of the 
Soviet Union's foreign policy and of the successful fulfillment 
of the Peace Program outlined in the 24th Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The Communist Party 
and the Government of Cuba declare their complete solidarity 
with the classist, consistent and principled foreign policy 
followed by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and 
the Soviet State. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet 
Government regard very highly the contribution made by the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba and the 
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of Cuba, through 
their active foreign policy, to the attainment of the common 
objectives that the countries of the socialist community have 
set themselves on the international arena. The international 
prestige of socialist Cuba continues to grow uninterruptedly. 
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The victory scored by the heroic Vietnamese people in their 
struggle against imperialist aggression and the signing of the 
agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam, 
constitute an event of historical significance. This was a 
victory resulting from the indomitable courage of the people 
of Vietnam in their struggle for freedom and, at the same time, 
a victory for the international solidarity among the forces 
of socialism, for all the freedom-loving and anti-imperialist 
forces, for all those in favor of peace and justice. Cuba and 
the Soviet Union avail themselves of this opportunity to 
reaffirm their internationalist solidarity with the people of 
Vietnam. They will continue strengthening their fraternal col- 
laboration with the Democratic Republic of Vietnam giving it 
the aid and assistance so indispensable for the reestablishment 
of their national economy and the construction of socialism. 
Cuba and the USSR condemn the sabotaging of the Paris 
Agreement and the actions by those forces that keep the peo- 
ple of Vietnam from freely attaining their national aspirations. 
They express their solidarity with the declarations of the Govern- 
ment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Provision- 
al Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet- 
nam, which demand strict compliance with the Agreement by © 
all participants. 

Cuba and the Soviet Union recognize the positive value of 
the agreement of restoring peace and achieving national con- 
cord in Laos, and reiterate their solidarity with the struggle of 
the Cambodian patriots. They also support the proposals made 
by the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Ko- 
rea with a view to that country’s democratic and peaceful re- 
unification and the Korean people's demands for the total with-. 
drawal of foreign troops from South Korea. 

Cuba and the Soviet Union give their full support to the Arab 
peoples’ struggle for national liberation against Israeli ag- 
gression. The first steps toward the practical liquidation of the 
dangerous source of tension that exists in the Middle East have 
been taken: hostilities have ceased and the Geneva Peace Con- 
ference is now under way. These are steps in the right direc- 
tion, aimed at satisfying the just cause of the Arab peoples. 
for the sake of which the socialist countries and other peace- 
loving states have been waging a struggle for many years. So 
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far these are only partial measures which do not extend to all 
the zones in conflict. 

The question is now to make the peaceful and radical solu- 
tion of the Middle East conflict a reality - which would 
imply the security of all the states and peoples in that zone. 

Cuba and the Soviet Union emphasize that this presupposes 
the total withdrawal of Israeli troops from all Arab territory 
occupied in 1967 and the guaranteeing of the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian Arab people. Otherwise, the situation of 
tension in the Middle East will continue. 

Cuba and the Soviet Union point out, with profound satis- 
faction that the coordinated actions of the countries of the 
socialist’ community are leading to evermore substantial 
changes toward détente and peaceful collaboration in Europe. 
This responds to the interests of all European peoples, of the 
peoples on other continents and to the cause of world socialism. 

The final liquidation of the blockade against the German 
Democratic Republic, organized by the imperialist forces, is 
an important joint achievement of the socialist states. The 
international juridical recognition of the German Democratic 
Republic, the first German workers’ and peasants’ state, is 
already an irreversible fact. The recent agreement between the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the Federal Republic of 

"07 legalized the liquidation of the opprobious Munich 
act. 

Cuba and the Soviet Union consider very important the 
bringing to a sucoessful conclusion of the European Conference 
on Security and Cooperation, called to establish a more sound 
base for the development of relations of peaceful coexistence 
and co‘laboration among all European states. With goodwill 
on the part of all participants, this meeting can and should 

_ conclude with the adoption of important decisions that will 
make it possible to lead the course of European events along 
the safe road of peace and collaboration. A new and useful 
step in that direction would be the arrival at concrete decisions 
on the reduction of armed forces and armament in Central 
Europe, a matter now being discussed in Vienna. 

The guarantee of a durable peace and a firm good-neighbor 
feeling in the relations between all Asian peoples and states 
would also represent a significant step on the road to the 
consolidation of peace in all the world. 
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With this in view, the Government of the Republic of Cuba 
understands the Soviet Union’s interest in the creation of a 
collective security system in Asia and supports its foreign 
policy efforts in that direction. 


The positive changes in international relations are taking 
place amidst a climate of incessant confrontation between the 
two social systems. The nature of imperialism has not changed. 
Aggressive and reactionary forces, opposed to detente and in 
favor of an increase in military preparations and armament, 
are still at large trying to sow mistrust and enmity among the 
peoples. E. 

Under the influence of these forces, the practical solution 
of urgent problems is delayed and obstacles are artificially 
set up in the European Conference on Security and Cooperation 
and the Vienna talks; «conditions» that mean nothing more 
than an attempt at interference in the internal affairs of the 
socialist countries are devised. In the United States, opponents 
of détente, those who favor a return to the cold war, appear 
more active. They now concentrate their efforts on attempts 
to frustrate the beginnings of normalization in SoviettS. 
relations, which is an important link in the general process 
of decreasing the threat of war and of developing peaceful 
collaboration on the basis of equality among states. 

Loyal to the Leninist principle of peaceful coexistence, Cuba 
and the Soviet Union resolutely condem all attempts of the 
aggressive reactionary forces to make the whole of humanity 
again go through a period of increased international tension 
and of being on the brink of war. 

Cuba and the Soviet Union declare themselves in favor of 
the full validity of the principles of equality, respect for sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity and the renouncing of the use 
of force and the threat of using it in relations among the 
countries of Latin America, as well as in the other areas of 
the world. Cuba and the USSR decidedly condemn the imperi- 
alist policy of interference in the internal affairs of the nations 
of Latin America. 

The Soviet Union resolutely demands an end to the economic 
and political blockade and other hostile actions carried out 
against socialist Cuba. The Soviet Union declares once more 
that it considers legitimate and just and that it entirely supports 
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the demand of the Republic of Cuba that the U.S. Naval Base 
in Guantanamo, on Cuban territory, be unconditionally dis- 
mantled, 

Cuba and the USSR express their outraged condemnation of 
the massive terror, the persecutions and the executions of 
patriots perpetrated by the fascist military junta in Chile. Cuba 
and the USSR proclaim their full-fledged solidarity with Chilean 
patriots in their struggle against the bloody and reactionary 
dictatorship. The Cuban and Soviet peoples united with all 
progressive forces of the world, demand the release of Comrade 
Luis Corvalan and other victims of the terror of the Chilean 
junta and demand an immediate end to bloodshed and 
arbitrariness. 

This passing defeat will not weaken the determination of 
the Chilean people in their struggle to attain genuine inde- 
pendence and democracy. 


Loyal to the principles of proletarian internationalism, Cuba 
and the Soviet Union reiterate their militant solidarity with 
the nations of Latin America that continue their just struggle 
for national liberation, strengthening of political and economic 
independence and social progress. 

Cuba and the USSR welcome the development and the 
strengthening of ties among Latin-American and socialist 
-eountries. They are convinced that a more active participation 
of the independent countries of Latin America in international 
affairs will be a substantial contribution to the cause of peace 
and collaboration among states. 


The movement of the nonaligned countries assumed an 
important role in international policy in the last years, Cuba 
and the USSR appreciate the anti-imperialist orientation which 

-characterizes the policy of nonaligned countries and their 
aspiration to contribute to international detente and to guaran- 
tee peace everywhere in the world. In this context, Cuba and 
the USSR welcome the agreements adopted at the 4th Confer- 
ence of Heads of State and Government of Nonaligned Coun- 
tries held in Algiers. 


When expressing their solidarity with the peoples of Asia 
and Africa who are fighting for their independence and free- 
dom, Cuba and the Soviet Union declare: 
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- The shameful colonialist system in all its varieties and 
manifestations must be wiped out forever, The United 
Nations agreement granting independence to colonies and 
their peoples in said condition must be fully put into effect. 


~ The peoples of Angola and Mozambique are fully entitled 
to the solidarity of all freedom forces in their just strug- 
gle for emancipation and independence. 


~ All those who sincerely favor progress and democracy 
must give their full support to the struggle of the peoples 
of Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa against racist. 
regimes. 


~ The young Republic of Guinea-Bissau, which continues 
fighting for the strengthening of its independence, must 
obtain wide international Jegal recognition. 


Cuba and the Soviet Union consistently and invariably de- 
clare themselves in favor of ending the arms race imposed by 
militarist groups and urge complete and general disarmament, 
to indude nuclear as well as traditional weapons. The World 
Conference on Disarmament is called upon to play an im- 
portam role in this problem. 


It is time to get on with practical preparations for calling 
together said conference. 


Taking into account that the nuclear weapons race hasn't 
yet been ended, it is important that all countries pledge their 
abstention from using force in international relations and that 
the use of nuclear weapons be completely prohibited. We are 
satisfied that the Soviet proposal aimed at achieving this goal 
has been approved by an overwhelming majority of nations 
at the 27th Session of the United Nations General Assembly. 


The Communist Party of Cuba and the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union, the Republic of Cuba and the Soviet Union, 
together with the other sister countries and Parties, make every 
effort to bring about positive changes in the international 
situation and to make them irreversible. The interests of the 
peoples demand that international détente be legalized with 
concrete measures designed to encourage mutually advanta- 
geous peaceful collaboration among states. 
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Cuban-Soviet friendship is solid and unbreakable. 


The Communist Party of Cuba and the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union, joined by common objectives and criteria, By 
unchanging loyalty to Marxism-Leninism and to socialist inter- 
nationalism, will continue to do everything necessary to deepen 
Cuban-Soviet collaboration, in all aspects, in benefit of the 
peoples of both countries, the socialist community, and the 
cause of peace and communism. 


FIDEL CASTRO RUZ LEONID I. BREZHNEV 
First Secretary of the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Cuba and Communist Party of the 
Prime Minister of the Revo- Soviet Union 


lutionary Government of the 
Republic of Cuba 


February 2, 1974 


Havana 
PUBLISHED: 2/5/74 


63 


Este titulo se termind de imprimir 
en la Imprenta Federico Engels, de 
la Empresa de Medıos de Propaganda. 
5 noviembre, 1974 
"Ario del XV Aniversario». 
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